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Foreword

The Tokyo Metropolitan Edo-Tokyo Museum is temporarily closed from
April 2022 for major renovations. Last year, the museum continued to make
exchanges with other museums as part of its activities during the closure by
organizing the international exchange exhibit “Scenes Around Sumidagawa
River in Edo Tokyo” (September 7 to October 23, 2022) at the Seoul Museum
of History, which received positive reviews.

The museum plans to downsize the exhibit in Seoul to more thoroughly
showcase the charms of this well-known river representing Tokyo in the
Hibiya Library & Museum.

The Sumidagawa River was a hub of transportation for the people of
Edo and was beloved and well-known for famous places in Edo with its many
historical sites, temples and shrines, and resorts. The museum’s collection
will primarily showcase these different scenes. We are delighted to introduce
Ukiyo-e which is a piece on Sumidagawa River from Kinokuniya Mitsui
Collection, which is part of Chiyoda-word's invaluable assets. This is a
good opportunity to enjoy the fascinating world of the Sumidagawa River, a
symbol of the city of Edo, and appreciate how deeply rooted this river was in
Edo culture and daily life.

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone
involved at the Hibiya Library & Museum in Chiyoda Ward, who has greatly
assisted with preparing the venue for this exhibition and to the government

agencies for their support.

Tokyo Metropolitan Edo-Tokyo Museum
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Stories Around Sumidagawa River

The Sumidagawa River was a familiar river to the people of Edo as
the stage of many legends and stories. It was on this river that Ariwara
no Narihira from the Tales of Ise, a story from the Heian period (late
8-12th Century), embarked on a boat and heard the name Miyakodori that
reminded him of Kyoto, and it was also the river where Sho Kannon Bosatsu,
the principal image of Sensoji Temple was discovered. Moreover, the legend
of Umewakamaru was also well-known, in which the young Umewakamaru
lost his life on the bank of this river.

As Edo matured as a city, several worldly pleasure spots and famous
places cropped up along the Sumidagawa River and its surrounding area.
Along with these changes, the world depicted in art also began to show
various developments. Throughout the Edo period, these stories continued
to be depicted in various formats and evoked deep affections of the people in
Edo.
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Views of the Sumidagawa River

Looking out from a bridge or a boat in the Edo period without any
tall buildings, people would search for Mount Fuji or Mount Tsukuba in
the distance and gaze at the structures of famous riverside shrines and
temples in the foreground. The paintings of the spacious area around the
Sumidagawa River are not only aesthetically pleasing, but also allow the
viewer to note the scattered attractions closely intertwined with daily life.
The strong connection between the river and boats can be felt keenly in
the depiction of the scenes premised on the appearance of boats. The large
bridge spanning over the Sumidagawa River accentuated the landscape and
the image of many different people crossing the bridge was an ideal motif for
genre paintings.

This showcases the approaches taken in depicting the sights of the
Sumidagawa River divided into three perspectives.
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Paintings of Attractions
near the Sumidagawa River

There are various attractions near the Sumidagawa River. In the early Edo period,
Buddhist temples and Shint shrines were the most famous spots to visit. As the city
gradually developed and the scope of people’s activities widened, however, annual events
hosted by the family of the Japanese Emperor and samurai families came to permeate
the daily lives of the common people, leading to diversification among attractions. Some
were unusual, such as the Nakasu entertainment district, that was built on landfill in
the center of the river and only existed for a short period, or the smoke that rose from the
tile kilns a Imado; other sight, such as the Shubi-no-matsu pine tree or the top of the torii
gateway leading to Mimeguri Shrine were famous for the interesting appearance they
presented to boats on the river. This section introduces spots of the many attractions
around the Sumidagawa River.
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Scenery with a Bridge

Until the early Edo period, the Senju-ohashi Bridge built in 1594
in the upper reaches of the Sumidagawa River, was the only bridge
over the river. When the lack of bridges in the lower reaches, however,
caused catastrophic loss of life during the Great Fire of Meireki, the
Tokugawa shogunate constructed a series of bridges: Ryogokubashi
Bridge in 1659 or 1661, Shin-ohashi Bridge in 1693, and Eitaibashi
Bridge in 1698. In 1774, residents of Edo demanded the construction of
Okawabashi Bridge, which was later renamed Azumabashi Bridge .

There were eventually five bridges across the Sumidagawa River
during the Edo period. This sub-section of the exhibition explores the
bridges that supported the lives of the people of Edo.
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Seasonal Views of Sumidagawa River

The people of Edo paid close attention to the changing of the four
seasons and spent their lives cherishing year-round events, such as hanami
(Aower viewing) in spring, summer pleasure boats, moon viewing in autumn,
autumn leaves viewing, outings to enjoy the snow in winter, festivals at
shrines and temples, Hina Matsuri (Doll Festival), and Tanabata (star)
festival. Many familiar spots were famous for these events where people
would wait for the season to unfurl the exceptional charms of these locals,
and before long many art works depicted the seasons there. This trend is
evident in the famous places around the Sumidagawa River. While there are
places to enjoy each season, there is no clearly ubiquitous place for autumn,
despite a few examples of Matsuchiyama Hill and Tsukudajima being
depicted with the autumn scenery.

“Flowers” is without a doubt the classic example of artwork eliciting the
feeling of the season at the Sumidagawa River. This incorporates multiple
seasons and showcases seasonal paintings for each of the four seasons.
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W A Spring =
B OB L w2 IE T, Th 2. BED L 5 IoheEET 2 TIEH, & Spring along the Sumidagawa River was marked by cherry blossom
e i j_ s o . viewing. Cherry blossoms began to be considered an object of appreciation
LTURE 7D, VRINRORIROFTHII & S, SRS H S & during the Heian period (late 8-12th Century). In the Kamakura period (12-
REDOHIZHIEN D BT OEN, (LI H 2 — KOO A K% H#HEE 14th Century), flower viewing was particularly enjoyed among the samurai e
T2 Lot JERBEANIEHZER LG LI 125D, LR class. By the early Edo period (middle 17th Century), even the common _;.J-‘_'T o
DEAEBOE & whh RO TELEZ T TIEA . MORD FTH people had come to enjoy viewing cherry blossoms. Edo people viewing cherry oL
Iz 8 \ \v =i - ) o blossoms in spring were captured in a number of paintings and prints. Here, ke
HERALD WERATLY EZDITPHROMT M DO LRI NS, colorful images of cherry blossom viewing on the Sumidagawa River during
Z 2 TIRBHENITRE CIERZ KL O AL DIEDLH L2 HMNT 5, the Edo period are being exhibited. .
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Summer

Summer in Edo began with fireworks over the Sumidagawa
River. Fireworks were among the greatest spectacles that
embroidered the summer of Edo. Ryogoku on the eastern
riverbank of the Sumidagawa River was a popular place for
enjoying summer fireworks and cool breezes. Starting with an
annual fireworks festival which was a sign of the beginning
of summer on the twenty-eighth day of the fifth lunar month,
the Ryogoku area was packed with people over the next
three months. Colorful woodblock prints (Ukiyo-e) made in
the late Edo period often depict crowded scenes around the
Ryogokubashi Bridge in summer and calm moments of cooling
off in the river breeze on a summer night.
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Autumn

A popular autumn activity in Edo was moon
viewing. The custom of moon viewing has its roots
in banquets held by the nobility during the Heian
period and continued to be observed by commoners
during the Edo period. People followed this custom,
particularly on the night of the fifteenth day of the
eighth lunar month when the so-called harvest
moon rose, and also on the night of the thirteenth
day of the ninth lunar month. Seven autumn
plants representing autumn were first depicted
in Man’yoshu (75 #%, Collection of Ten Thousand
Leaves), anthology of waka (f1%), short Japanese
poems with 31 letters) poems written in the Nara
period (8th Century). They were beloved as an
object of appreciation during the Edo period.

i # T,,
B gﬁé'ﬂﬁ
. g i@
,ﬂ'- 1'.‘"
L ﬁ'i‘pj:r‘.': =
T Ul TN NS
TR : ey
r:. LA '1__ » 1 Fg“r * M
ol - J'ﬂ';ﬁ\lf -
S ‘ ; PR
A " 5
A

: " ~; ﬂ > 'rﬁ‘!
= .if’ur' j' ml
BRI TR

J\H FC EAERBKRDAEZ D

HINLE RHTF(1854) KHlshfa 141 35.7X24.7

EREBNICEHRT SN KE» S KO LEHZ kO 2 M2 A2 A
D FERU X THE 1) DR, . #EZ D7 & o 7B h3iEs
N5, MHINBEZBEIELO 4% - 78T, FICHE Ok 2 i
VISP HEAMES N B LEE LTRbN T,

REHUIASE  feFLiliikH

HINLEEECR) MXXTHE(1861)
ARhR 1M 37.3X25.0 FREARXRHBEBFZERF(FHABXIEEILE)

B O£ F8RID 5 & TFEFLIL DI, i H % 15 B REASTENLE 72 L
THEH T I I, FRILEAE < & 5 AL BN B0
B > F 5 & HA B, FLILIE SRS B L. BB E
B MROWE L ICIE BV S 2 T, TEFIHYEH HoART L LT
HHIS N,

FEHIT =3 AIX
BIES GREE) RHRTE(1854) AR SHHE 37.3X77.1

BN D & I 2 Lo TR SRR TRL AR
¢ IR 7523 & 7 5> 2 BES U 72 3A 0 4k, il od 2ok 23 %
FoTwa o, FRBIWELARD LI 22, ELIfE-
BB TRED YA (70 1 i AL B D IR 2 BR U S 4 5,

57



WAoo 4%

FIALC DU % O RAE A Wb 2 73T 3 TEHTE, &) S8855 5 & 9

KETEF LS (FRDH > BREAREAL L5 i, Bz
MOEMBSBL L & T\E¢%4§$%?6iﬁﬁ®§& EDBD NI,
YRGB HUI O R BT A, BHISE, 2 U CR R oR LI
BIR L. ECBEIO LRASEEOAT & LCHl6 sk e, ke
HR e RIACTRD . BEIE T ) 5525 L & M5 124
DEAIED & LT SHLAD T b NGhsd > 7.

$ Y0 RO & T I EROERIGE L L ClRbL,
DEBREDOTTHND L b %\,

58

Winter

The Japanese word “setsugetsuka (% 1 )” refers to the beauty of the
four seasons, including winter snow, the autumn moon, and spring flowers.
There were famous spots for snow viewing in winter along the upper
reaches of the Sumidagawa River.

People of Edo enjoyed snow viewing while riding on the Sumidagawa
River in a boat called a yukimibune (% RL#}) equipped with a heating device.
Along with the snowy landscape, a bustling year-end market at Sensoji
Temple was often featured as subject matter for winter-themed paintings
and prints.
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Sumidagawa River in the £
City of Tokyo—From Edo to Tokyo {

As the Edo Shogunate came to an end and Japan entered the Meiji
period, the country underwent drastic changes. This is the so-called
‘civilization and enlightenment’. However, not all aspects of the urban
landscape, daily life of the common people, let alone the sensibilities of the
people changed overnight. Looking at the paintings of the time, the depicted
Sumidagawa River gradually transformed the noteworthy places and
events during the Meiji period, and the techniques used to express this also
changed.

By the Taisho period (1912-1926), two new types of woodblock printing
became popular: sosaku hanga (creative print), in which the artists painted,
carved and printed everything themselves, and shin-hanga (new print),
that revitalized the traditional forms of specialized production. Then, after
the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, so-called revitalized bridges were
built across the Sumidagawa River one after another based on the modern
city reconstruction plan, which drastically changed the landscape of the
Sumidagawa River. The bridges on the Sumidagawa River garnered a lot of
attention and at that time, many artists painted the urbanization of Tokyo.

Currently, the exquisite and modern images of the revitalized bridges
across the Sumidagawa River often appear in television shows and films and

have become an integral part of the landscape of Tokyo.
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Edo -Tokyo Museum Exhibition outside
“Sumidagawa River - Edo period urban landscape”
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